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Parking Study 2015
Idaho Springs, C

olorado

Purpose:
To Inventory Existing C

apacity
To D

eterm
ine Parking D

em
and

Recom
m

end Solution to N
eed

Prepare C
ost-Benefit Study for G

arage



Study A
rea: 

H
istoric D

ow
ntow

n Idaho Springs



Inventory Findings

M
ethods: A

erial M
apping and O

n-Site C
ount

Findings:
390 Spaces on Public Lots/Streets
Few

 m
ore Spaces on Private Lots/Property

There is a D
eficit in A

vailable Parking. 
O

bservations and N
um

bers indicate that 
m

ore custom
ers w

ould require m
ore parking. 



Parking N
eeds

M
ethods: 

C
ounty C

ode Requirem
ents (1 space/2 occ.*)

900+ Required Spaces By C
ode

V
isitor Survey (36 Q

uestioned)
D

ifficulty Finding N
earby Parking

D
ifficult Pedestrian A

ccess O
nce Parked (W

alks)
Lack of Signage, got lost w

alking into tow
n

* D
id not survey those leaving tow

n. 
Business Survey  (13 Survey Responses)

Em
ployees D

rive to W
ork

Em
ployees Park in C

ity Lots (or on street)
M

ore Parking is view
ed as a Positive N

eed

* Fast Food Restaurants Bars Saloons. 



Findings
1.

There is a deficit of available parking w
ithin the 

O
ld Tow

n Idaho Springs retail district. 

2.
O

verflow
 parking extends into the residential 

streets along C
olorado to the north and w

est.

3.
W

hen parking space is not im
m

ediately visible 
visitors continue back onto the Interstate. 

4.
There is a loss of retail/restaurant potential due 
to a parking deficit w

ithin Idaho Springs. 

5.
Pedestrian A

ccess needs im
provem

ent



Recom
m

endations
1) Im

prove Pedestrian C
onnections to

W
alks, Signage, Pavem

ent, C
ross W

alks
A

D
A

 A
ccess and Parking

O
utlying Parking Lot C

onnections
Pedestrian Lighting from

 Lots to M
iner St. 

2) Expand Parking to A
ccom

m
odate:

Buses, Large Trucks, RV
’s

Bicycle, H
iker, Longer Term

 Parking N
eeds

3) C
onsider a Parking G

arage O
ption 

A
dd 350-400 vehicles near dow

ntow
n

4) C
onsider a Sm

all Transit System
 (Shuttle)

C
onnect O

ld Tow
n to East Idaho Springs



Recom
m

endations
Signage to Show

 the W
ay.

Pedestrian A
N

D
 V

ehicle



Recom
m

endations
Signage to Show

 the W
ay.

Pedestrian A
N

D
 V

ehicle



Recom
m

endations
Signage to Show

 the W
ay.



Parking G
arage O

ption
Provide 350-400 vehicle parking capacity
Located in parking blocks south of O

ld Tow
n

O
bjectives:

Provide A
m

ple Parking for grow
th

Be a V
isible Feature of Idaho Springs C

haracter
Be of a Reasonable C

ost and 
Provide a Reasonable Benefit to the C

ity



G
arage Location Studied

•
O

ver 2 existing parking blocks along the Idaho St 
A

lley and
•

O
ver the block directly w

est of those existing lots. 
•

A
 2 block (14

thto 16
thA

ve) structure w
as exam

ined
•

A
 3 story parking facility w

as suggested to 
accom

m
odate need. 



G
arage Location Studied

•
O

ver 2 existing parking blocks along the Idaho St 
A

lley and
•

O
ver the block directly w

est of those existing lots. 
•

A
 2 block (14

thto 16
thA

ve) structure w
as exam

ined
•

A
 3 story parking facility w

as suggested to 
accom

m
odate need. 



Retaining one w
ay traffic off of 

M
iner Street on 15

thA
ve vehicles 

can access the garages from
 15

th

A
ve. and exit along 14

thor 16
th

A
ve. 

East G
arage   215 spaces

3 stories above ground
26,891 square feet
C

oncrete structure, brick and stone 
façade
2 stair and elevator tow

ers

W
est G

arage   151 spaces
3 stories  above ground
24,529 square feet
C

oncrete structure, brick and stone 
façade
2 stair and elevator tow

ers

82 Surface Parking Spaces



Looking South 
along 15

th

Street 

N
orth 

Elevation of 
the East 
G

arage 
Façade. 



Looking north up 15
thA

venue over Public Parking G
arage



Looking along Idaho Street A
lley at Parking G

arage and W
alk



C
ost and Benefits

Public Parking Facility
Parking Structure C

osts* 
Typically betw

een $15,000 and $35,000 per Space
420 spaces = $6.3m

 to $14.7m
 Investm

ent
O

perating Expenses range $60 to $300 per space/yr.

Benefits of Public Parking Facility*
M

ore Parking Space on Sam
e Land (3x)

A
nnual Revenue for short and long term

 parking
Parking Toll to offset investm

ent cost
Possible shared facility for regional transit.
C

om
m

unity Im
age and V

isible A
ccessibility

* N
elson/N

ygaard
A

ssociates, M
TC

 Sm
art G

row
th Technical A

ssistance: Parking 
Reform

 C
am

paign, Parking Structure Technical Report Best Practices, June 2012



Thank You for C
onsidering U

C
D

enver 
U

TA
 Program

 for this Study. 


