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$250K, not love, in cozy Black Hawk letter to Central
By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

While Valentine’s Day cards and roses have been 
abundant lately, City of Black Hawk leaders are hand-
delivering a “warm and friendly letter” to neighboring 
&HQWUDO�&LW\�ṘFLDOV�WKLV�ZHHN�

It is expected to convey some goodwill toward 
Central and include what some call a generous “sweet-
KHDUW�R̆HU´�RI����������DQG�VRPH�IUHH�ODQG�IURP�WKH�
QHLJKERULQJ�FLW\�

For years, Black Hawk has owned and maintained 
the Briggs Lot across Gregory Street from Gregory 
Point (formerly Mountain City) and very close to 
*UHJRU\�3OD]D��7KH������DFUH�ORW�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�
FOL̆�URFN�ZDOO��KRZHYHU��OLH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ṘFLDO�ERXQG-
DU\�OLQH�RI�&HQWUDO�&LW\�

Black Hawk leaders are hoping to spruce up the 
mostly unused parking lot this year and use it to ex-
tend its recreational trail system from the Maryland 
0RXQWDLQ�4XDUW]�9DOOH\�DUHD�LQWR�WKH�%ULJJV�/RW��7R�
avoid having the plans going back and forth between 
the two neighboring cities, Black Hawk has an idea: 
Ask Central City to formally allow Black Hawk to an-
QH[�WKH�OLWWOH�SDUNLQJ�ORW�

Black Hawk Council and Mayor David Spellman 
ZHUH�VFKHGXOHG�WR�YRWH�DW�\HVWHUGD\¶V��)HE������PHHW-
ing to formally request Central’s okay to annex the lot 

LQWR�LWV�MXULVGLFWLRQ��$OO�VL[�DOGHUPHQ�DQG�WKH�
mayor were scheduled to sign the request letter, 
hoping Central City leaders would accept it as a 
IULHQGVKLS�UHTXHVW�
,Q�DGGLWLRQ��%ODFN�+DZN�LV�R̆HULQJ�&HQWUDO�

���������WR�JUDQW�LWV�UHTXHVW�WR�DQQH[�WKH�ORW��
7KH�PRQH\�ZRXOG�EH�³D�RQH�WLPH�GRQDWLRQ´�
from Black Hawk’s historic preservation fund 
to a similar historic fund operated in Central 
&LW\��³6XJJHVWHG�&HQWUDO�SURMHFWV�WKH�IXQG�FRXOG�
be used for include – but not limited to – the 
Belvidere project, sidewalks along Gregory and 
Lawrence Streets in Central, or advancing Cen-
tral’s trail system with the ability to connect to 
Black Hawk’s trail system,” according to a copy 
of the letter that was in the Black Hawk council 
DJHQGD�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�D�YRWH�\HVWHUGD\�
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Economic development discussions attract  
capacity audience from Clear Creek-Gilpin counties

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

Despite cold weather and an anticipated 
VQRZVWRUP��DERXW�����ORFDO�EXVLQHVV�RZQHUV�
DQG�HOHFWHG�ṘFLDOV�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�KHDU�DERXW�
the present and future forecasts for business at 

WKH�&OHDU�&UHHN�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�&RUS�¶V�
¿UVW�³5XUDO�5HVLOLHQFH´�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�
mixer at the new Club Hotel in Idaho Springs 
ODVW�7KXUVGD\�DQG�)ULGD\�
)URP�5ROOLQVYLOOH�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�*LOSLQ�WR�'X-

mont in Clear Creek, the assembled community 
members were given 
an optimistic forecast 
about how more busi-
ness could be attract-
ed to the neighboring 
counties, with CCEDC 
OHDGHUV�R̆HULQJ�DV-
sistance to help turn 
business dreams into 
UHDOLW\��(See related 
story on how the 
CCEDC helped the 
Club Hotel launch its 
new operation.)

7KH�QHDUO\�WKUHH�KRXU�PHHWLQJ�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�
demographic trends and the state of the econo-
mies in both Gilpin and Clear Creek, presented 
E\�*UHJ�7RWWHQ��DQ�HFRQRPLVW�IURP�WKH�6WDWH�RI�
&RORUDGR�'HPRJUDSK\�2̇FH�
*LOSLQ�&RXQW\�0DQDJHU�5D\�5HDUV�DQG�

5\DQ�(QJOXQG��SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�%HWWHU�&LW\�
consulting organization, discussed resilience 
DQG�GLYHUVL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�*LOSLQ�&RXQW\��5HDUV�
was appointed to the CCEDC board last year 
to inform Gilpin business owners and lead-
HUV�RI�KRZ�WKH�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VHUYHV�
WKHP�
6SHDNLQJ�RQ�UHVLOLHQFH�DQG�GLYHUVL¿FDWLRQ�

were Brian Bosshart, manager for Clear Creek 
County, and Willie Wilkins, Colorado State 
University’s Mountain regional specialist for 
H[SDQGHG�UXUDO�HQJDJHPHQW�

Continued on page 11

Hollingsworth faces 2 
challengers for BoCC

By the WR-C Staff
7ZR�EXVLQHVVPHQ�KDYH�DQQRXQFHG�WKH\�ZLOO�

EH�FKDOOHQJHUV�IRU�WKH�*LOSLQ�&RXQW\�'LVWULFW���
commissioner’s race this year, each seeking to 
RXVW�LQFXPEHQW�6DQG\�+ROOLQJVZRUWK�

Corey Marshall is running for the GOP nomi-
nation this spring, while Darin Jones will be a 

write-in candidate for the General Election in 
1RYHPEHU�
+ROOLQJVZRUWK��'���ZKR�ZRQ�E\����YRWHV�LQ�D�

three-way race four years ago, so far is unop-
posed for the Democratic nomination in the 
-XQH����SULPDU\��7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�FDQGLGDWHV�
WR�SHWLWLRQ�WR�UXQ�LV�7XHVGD\��0DUFK����

Black Hawk wants to give Central City $250,000 to annex the Briggs Lot (at left) into Black 
+DZN·V�FLW\�OLPLWV��7KH�ORW��ZKLFK�%ODFN�+DZN�RZQV��DGMRLQV�+LJK�6WUHHW��,W�LV�DFURVV�IURP�WKH�
*UHJRU\�3RLQW�9LFWRULDQ�KLVWRULF�KRPHV�DQG�D�GR]HQ�\DUGV�XSKLOO�IURP�WKH�ZHVW�HQG�RI�*UHJRU\�
3OD]D��

Drone photo by Don Ireland

Continued on page 9 Continued on next page
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Keep your home safe 
with concrete repair
Worrying about your uneven or cracked 
concrete can make owning a home very 
stressful. By investing in concrete repair, 
you can fix your driveway, walkways, patio, 
and more in one easy lift.

PRECISE REPAIR, GENUINE CARE

Economic development discussions attract large 
audience at Clear Creek-Gilpin counties event

Longtime Clear Creek resident Kelly Flen-
niken, chair of the CCECC, said she was pleased 
about the turnout from those who work in the 
two counties and wanted to hear the various 
reports presented during the session. “A lot of 
us believe that a good quality of life depends on 
a good, quality job,” she told the audience.

“Why does economic development mean in 
a small rural community and why should you 
care?” asked Flenniken. “I can tell you that it 
matters in all communities because it’s a series 
RI�GL̆HUHQW�SURJUDPV��SROLFLHV�RU�LQLWLDWLYHV�
that seek to improve that economic well-being 
in that community. We want to build a diverse 
tax base and don’t want to be overly reliant on 
one industry. We need to think about how to 
build our community and have more quality 
employment. We need to think about how we 
can have quality housing and employment, plus 
a robust education system. All of these pieces 
are connected.” 

Central City Mayor Jeremy Fey said he didn’t 
know much about the CCEDC before he at-
tended the Rural Resilience event. “It was a 
great networking opportunity, and I was actu-
ally impressed by the turnout,” he said. “I was 
a little bit embarrassed that – until recently – 
that I didn’t know much about them. Lyndsey 
Valdez, their president, gave a short presenta-
tion at our council meeting recently. However, I 
didn’t realize that they were available in Gilpin 
County. I’ve actually gone to their website to 
learn about the process 
of what it takes to apply 
for a loan.”

Rears joked, “Prior to 
2019, Gilpin County’s 
economic strategy was 
to build another casino. 
During the pandemic, 
WKH�FRXQW\�ODLG�R̆�
about one-third of its 
VWD̆��:H�UHDOL]HG�ZH�
really needed to diver-
sify our economy.” Fol-
lowing the pandemic, 
Gilpin received a grant, 
which it used to hire 
Better City, a consulting 
organization that helps 
communities develop 
plans for their futures 
in the U.S. and other 
countries.

Englund of Better 
City commented that Black Hawk has begun 
adding additional attractions to bring in tour-
ists not interested in gaming for an extra day. 
He said Gilpin would like those visitors to ex-
SDQG�WKHLU�VWD\�E\�R̆HULQJ�RWKHU�LWHPV��,QFUHDV-
ing the number of businesses in Rollinsville and 
developing more information about available 
trails and historical places in the county could 
help leaders and businesses accomplish that 
goal.
³&HQWUDO�&LW\�LV�LQ�D�GL̆HUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ�´�QRWHG�

Englund. “They have a larger population and 
room to expand [along the Central City Park-
way]. Then there is Rollinsville, where busi-
nesses there would like it to be a true destina-
tion. We had 24 people show up for a meeting 
there by people who want to change the com-
munity themselves. They’re working together 
and using their own money. They’re trying to 
¿JXUH�RXW�D�ZD\�WR�PDNH�5ROOLQVYLOOH�D�WUXH�GHV-
tination. Parking is a big issue. This is a work in 
process but there’s a lot of good things going on 
there.”

Englund said installing broadband would 
help those who work and live in Gilpin County, 
a project currently being developed by the 
county government and its partners. Gilpin 
Grant Manager Jamie Boyle said Maverix 
Broadband received a $6.78 million grant to 
expand broadband service in northern Gilpin 

County, in-
cluding Rol-
linsville. The 
Better City 
consultant 
reported that 
more than a 
third of resi-
dents work 
from home 
sometimes, 
so better in-
ternet service 
is vital to 
them.

According 
to Englund, 
another 
item that 
could attract 
more people 
to visit is 
the national 
forests in the 
county. “Trail access is a big thing. It’s amaz-
ing how many little trails come out from Rol-
linsville. One of the problems is that there isn’t 
enough parking, and many of the trails aren’t 
marked. If you can get people to come and stay 
an extra day, that would be good if they came 
up to spend more time on the trails.”

Wilkins said a large part of Clear Creek’s 
economy comes from mining and tourism. 
One idea being considered for the county is an 

increase in sales taxes, 
which could help fund ad-
ditional tourism-related 
projects. However, “some 
people don’t want to see 
more growth in the com-
munity,” he commented. 
“Summers are crazy in 
Clear Creek County, and 
there are people who 
GRQ¶W�ZDQW�PRUH�WUḊF�´

Among the ideas dis-
cussed are special events 
or festivals during the 
R̆�VHDVRQ�PRQWKV��ZKLFK�
could bring in more tour-
ism revenue. Wilkins said 
¿VKLQJ�RU�KRFNH\�WRXU-
naments at Georgetown 
Lake are possibilities. It 
is also possible a “round-
up program” could be 
considered, where shop-

pers would be asked to round up their purchase 
price receipt to the next dollar – with the dif-
ference used to pave roads or pay for additional 
events.

Wilkins said the creation of a proposed 
parking garage and the Argo Gondola ride in 
Idaho Springs are ideas that – if developed – 
could help increase tourism. He noted the hot 
springs and a gondola in Glenwood Springs 
have helped bring visitors to that section of the 
mountains.

While most people at the CCEDC event were 
from the Clear Creek area, it attracted several 
people from Gilpin County and Rears and Fey. 
Gilpin County Commissioner Marie 
Mornis, Boyle, Black Hawk busi-
nessman Eddie Miller and a few 
Rollinsville business owners also 
turned out. Another Gilpin com-
missioner, Susan Berumen, sits on 
the loan committee for the CCEDC.
2Q�)ULGD\��HOHFWHG�ṘFLDOV�DQG�

leaders from both counties met to 
discuss what they heard on Thurs-
day night and shared ideas on 
what future opportunities could be 
considered. 

The CCEDC administers the 
Region 3 Business Loan Program 
(BLF) for Clear Creek and Gilpin 

Counties. Since 1985, the CCEDC has provided 
over $8 million in business loans, which has 
leveraged approximately $17.5 million in area 
investments. The goal of the loan program is to 
support business retention and expansion, and 
new job growth within Region 3.

Loans are generally between $5,000 and 
$200,000 but will be considered case-by-case. 
CCEDC loans may be used to purchase real 
HVWDWH��IXUQLWXUH��¿[WXUHV��HTXLSPHQW��ZRUNLQJ�
capital and inventory. For additional informa-
tion, contact CCEDC President Lindsey Valdez 
at 303-710-9218 or visit www.ccedc.org.

Continued from page 1

Capacity crowd at CCEDC Rural Resilience event.
Photos by Don Ireland

Ray Rears Gilpin County manager.

Central City Heritage West Realty owner Roy 
Varela joins Central City Mayor Jeremy Fey at 
the Idaho Springs Economic Mixer event.

Photo by Bob  Sweeney
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Owner praises CCEDC helps establish new Club Hotel
By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

Jonah and Lana Hearne had praised for the Clear Creek 
Economic Development Council, which helped the couple 
SXUFKDVH�DQG�UHPRGHO�D�SUREOHP�¿OOHG�ROG�EXLOGLQJ�LQWR�
ZKDW�UHFHQWO\�RSHQHG�DV�WKH�&OXE�+RWHO�LQ�,GDKR�6SULQJV�

Jonah Hearne said the creation of the Victorian-feel Club 
+RWHO�DW������&RORUDGR�%OYG���IRUPHUO\�WKH�+DQVRQ�/RGJH��
ZDV�SRVVLEOH�EHFDXVH�RI�ORDQ�IXQGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�&&('&��
7KH�KRWHO�ZDV�WKH�VLWH�RI�WKH�&&('&¶V�¿UVW�³5XUDO�5HVLO-
ience” economic development mixer last week, which at-
tracted business owners and elected leaders from Gilpin and 
&OHDU�&UHHN�FRXQWLHV�
³,�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�JRRG�LQYHVWPHQW�SURSHUW\�´�+HDUQH�

WROG�WKH�DXGLHQFH�DW�WKH�PHHWLQJ��³,�ZDQWHG�WR�SXW�VRPH�
PRQH\�LQWR�VRPHWKLQJ��¿[�LW�XS�DQG�VWDUW�D�EXVLQHVV��0\�
ZLIH�DQG�,�ZHUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�D�SODFH�LQ�%RXOGHU�&RXQW\��:H�
FRXOGQ¶W�¿QG�WKH�ULJKW�SULFH��VR�ZH�NHSW�RQ�ORRNLQJ�DURXQG��
:H�VWXPEOHG�XSRQ�WKLV�³JHP´�±�LW�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�URXJK�DW�WKH�
WLPH�´
&RQWLQXHG�+HDUQH��³0\�ZLIH�LV�D�OLWWOH�EUDYH�EHFDXVH�VKH�

VLJQHG�R̆�RQ�SXUFKDVLQJ�WKH�SURSHUW\�EHIRUH�VKH�HYHQ�YLV-
LWHG�LW��)RUWXQDWHO\��ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�ULJKW�SULFH�>RQ�
LW@��:H�JRW�NLFN�VWDUWHG�RQ�WKH�SURMHFW�LQ�������:H�FDPH�WR�D�
JRRG�UHVROXWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�FRPPLWWHH�
RQ�ZKDW�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ�VKRXOG�ORRN�OLNH��:H¶YH�DOVR�JRWWHQ�WR�

NQRZ�WKH�ORFDO�EXVLQHVV�RZQHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�FRXSOH�RI�
\HDUV��7KH\�KDYH�EHHQ�IDQWDVWLF��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�TXLWH�D�FKDO-
OHQJLQJ�SURMHFW��:H�KDG�WR�VWULS�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ�GRZQ�WR�VWXGV�
EHIRUH�DGGLQJ�QHZ�SOXPELQJ�DQG�WKRVH�NLQGV�RI�WKLQJV��:H�
KDG�WR�FOHDQ�XS�D�ORW�VR�LW�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\�OLQJHULQJ�RGRUV�
IURP�LWV�SUHYLRXV�XVH��:H�KDG�RXU�VRIW�RSHQLQJ�LQ�-DQXDU\�´
³$OO�RI�WKH�FKDLUV��WKH�ELJ�79�DQG�DOO�RI�WKH�IXUQLWXUH�DQG�

¿[WXUHV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�FDUH�RI�E\�WKH�ORDQ�ZH�REWDLQHG�IURP�WKH�
&&('&��7KH\�KHOSHG�XV�WDNH�WKLV�IURP�ZKDW�LW�ZDV�LQWR�D�
QLFH�����URRP�ERXWLTXH�KRWHO�´�VDLG�+HDUQH��ZKR�QRWHG�WKDW�
WKH�VRDSV��FR̆HH�DQG�WHD�IRU�WKH�KRWHO�FRPH�IURP�ORFDO�VKRSV�
LQ�,GDKR�6SULQJV�
+HQU\�DQG�6RSKLD�:LOVRQ�EXLOW�7KH�&OXE�+RWHO�DV�D�SUL-

YDWH��WZR�VWRU\�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�������$�GHFDGH�ODWHU��WKH\�
UHQWHG�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�WR�WKH�,GDKR�6SULQJV�&OXE��D�
JHQWOHPHQ¶V�FOXE�UXQ�E\�'HQYHU�EXVLQHVVPHQ��7KH�EXLOGLQJ�
VHUYHG�DV�D�KRVSLWDO�GXULQJ�WKH�6SDQLVK�)OX�HSLGHPLF�LQ������
EHIRUH�LW�ZDV�VWUXFN�E\�WZR�¿UHV�LQ�������,Q�������WKH�+DQVRQ�
IDPLO\�SXUFKDVHG�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�+DQVRQV�RZQHG�WKH�KRWHO�
DQG�UHVWDXUDQW��,Q�WKH����\HDUV�VLQFH�WKHQ��WKH�SURSHUW\�KDV�
VHUYHG�PDQ\�SXUSRVHV��D�UHVWDXUDQW��FRFNWDLO�ORXQJH��EHG�
DQG�EUHDNIDVW��DQG�D�KDOIZD\�KRPH�
$IWHU�WKH�+HDUQH¶V�DFTXLUHG�WKH�SURSHUW\��WKH\�UHPRYHG�

PRVW�RI�WKH�LQWHULRU�ZDOOV�WR�FUHDWH����JXHVW�URRPV�DQG�LQ-
VWDOOHG�QHZ�SOXPELQJ��HOHFWULFDO�DQG�KHDWLQJ�V\VWHPV��7KH�
GLQLQJ�URRP��DGGHG�LQ�������LV�WKH�PHHWLQJ�KDOO�XVHG�IRU�UH-
FHSWLRQV�DQG�JURXSV��LQFOXGLQJ�ODVW�ZHHN¶V�&&('&�PHHWLQJ�

(Editor’s note: 
The name of 
the Clear Creek 
Economic 
Development 
Corp. might 
sound a little 
confusing or 
misleading. 
It should be 
noted the orga-
nization serves 
businesses in 
the Clear Creek 
watershed in 
both Gilpin 
and Clear 
Creek counties, 
not solely Clear 
Creek County.)

Demographics of Clear Creek, Gilpin aging
By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

$IWHU�&RORUDGR�H[SHULHQFHG�D�SRSXODWLRQ�ERRP�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DI-
WHU�������WKH�VWDWH¶V�QXPEHU�RI�QHZ�UHVLGHQWV�KDV�VORZHG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
*UHJ�7RWWHQ��DQ�HFRQRPLVW�IURP�WKH�&RORUDGR�'HPRJUDSK\�2̇FH�ZKR�
VSRNH�GXULQJ�ODVW�ZHHN¶V�&OHDU�&UHHN�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�&RUS�¶V�
5XUDO�5HVLOLHQFH�PHHWLQJ�

He noted that Clear Creek County’s population has barely declined 
GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV�ZKLOH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�*LOSLQ�&RXQW\�UHVLGHQWV�
KDV�VORZO\�LQFUHDVHG��+H�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�&OHDU�&UHHN¶V�GURS�KDVQ¶W�
EHHQ�H[WUHPH�VLQFH�LW�ORVW�IHZHU�WKDQ�����UHVLGHQWV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG��*LOSLQ�DGGHG�XS�WR�����QHZ�UHVLGHQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�

Today, most of the populations in Clear Creek and Gilpin are made 
XS�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�DJH����DQG�KLJKHU��7RWWHQ�VDLG�*LOSLQ¶V�SRSXODWLRQ�
EHJDQ�JURZLQJ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V�ZKHQ�WKH�FDVLQR�LQGXVWU\�DUULYHG�LQ�
WKH�FRXQW\��+H�VDLG�\RXQJHU�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�PRYHG�IURP�WKH�

'HQYHU�DUHD�WR�*LOSLQ�WR�EH�LQ�D�OHVV�SRSXODWHG�DUHD�ZKLOH�UHPDLQLQJ�
QRW�WRR�IDU�IURP�WKH�PHWUR�DUHD�
³$�ORW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�&OHDU�&UHHN�LQ������VWLOO�OLYH�KHUH�

WRGD\�´�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�7RWWHQ��+H�VDLG�VWDWLVWLFV�VKRZ�WKDW�
more people who live in the county commute to work in 
RWKHU�SODFHV��D�VLJQL¿FDQW�QXPEHU�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYH�
LQ�RWKHU�DUHDV�DQG�FRPPXWH�LQWR�&OHDU�&UHHN��,Q�*LOSLQ�
County, the trend is the opposite: many workers travel 
into Gilpin from other counties for employment in the 
FDVLQR�DQG�KRVSLWDOLW\�LQGXVWULHV��
:KLOH�*LOSLQ�DQG�&OHDU�&UHHN¶V�SRSXODWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�

UHODWLYHO\�XQFKDQJHG��VHYHUDO�)URQW�5DQJH�FRPPXQL-
WLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�'HQYHU��%RXOGHU�DQG�-H̆HUVRQ�FRXQ-
WLHV��KDYH�VHHQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�SRSXODWLRQ�GHFOLQHV��
*URZWK�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�:HOG��/DULPHU�DQG�(O�3DVR�FRXQ-
WLHV�DV�WKH�³VXEXUEDQL]DWLRQ´�PRYHPHQW�FRQWLQXHV��
7RWWHQ�VDLG�

3HRSOH�UHORFDWLQJ�IURP�
FRPPXQLWLHV�IRU�QHZ�MREV�LV�
RQO\�RQH�IDFWRU�IRU�WKH�FKDQJH��
³7R�D�GHPRJUDSKHU��SHRSOH�GR�
RQO\�WKUHH�WKLQJV�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��
they’re born, they die and they 
PRYH�´�KH�QRWHG��7RWWHQ�VDLG�
the birth rate in Colorado and 
LWV����FRXQWLHV�KDV�VORZHG�GXU-
LQJ�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�ZKLOH�VRPH�
RI�WKH�VWDWH¶V�JURZLQJ�VHQLRU�
SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�SDVVHG�DZD\�
³�����ZDV�WKH�SHDN�\HDU�IRU�ELUWKV�LQ�&ROR-

UDGR��ZKLFK�LV�JHWWLQJ�ROGHU��1RZ�\RX�KDYH�
SHRSOH�FRPLQJ�KHUH�ZKR�DUHQ¶W�LQ�SULPH�IHUWLO-
LW\�DJH��7KHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�����
ZKR�ZRQ¶W�EH�KDYLQJ�DQ\�FKLOGUHQ��EXW�WKH\�
DUH�JHWWLQJ�FORVHU�WR�SDVVLQJ�DZD\�´�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�7RWWHQ�

He added that neither county saw a sharp 
LQFUHDVH�LQ�ELUWKV�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�GHFDGHV��
2YHUDOO��&RORUDGR�VDZ�LWV�ODUJ-
HVW�JURZWK�DUULYH�IURP�\RXQJHU�
SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU���V�DQG���V��
who moved to the Centennial 
6WDWH�DIWHU�JUDGXDWLQJ�IURP�
FROOHJH��³&RORUDGR�LV�>FRQVLG-
HUHG@�D�\RXQJ�VWDWH�EHFDXVH�RI�
DOO�WKH����WR����\HDU�ROGV�ZKR�
OLYH�KHUH�´�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�7RWWHQ��
He contrasted the rate with 
$UL]RQD��ZKLFK�H[SHULHQFHG�
D�VL]HDEOH�VHQLRU�JURZWK�UDWH�
GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�GHFDGHV�
as people 60 and over headed 
to the warmer-weather state 

WR�UHWLUH��,Q�&DOLIRUQLD��WKH�VWDWH�KDV�PDLQWDLQHG�PXFK�RI�LWV�\RXQJHU�
SRSXODWLRQ��DOWKRXJK�PDQ\�ROGHU�UHVLGHQWV�KDYH�OHIW�IRU�RWKHU�VWDWHV�LQ�
UHFHQW�\HDUV�

%HWZHHQ������DQG�������&RORUDGR�KDG�
RQH�RI�WKH�IDVWHVW�JURZLQJ�SRSXODWLRQV�LQ�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�±�DGGLQJ�DERXW���������
SHRSOH�RYHU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��%\�������LW�
UDQNHG�VL[WK�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQ�IRU�LWV������
SHUFHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK�UDWH��+RZHYHU��
WKH�WUHQG�KDV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�VORZHG�VLQFH�
WKH�GD\V�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��7RWWHQ�VDLG�
'XULQJ���������DQG����������WKH�VWDWH�

JUHZ�VOLJKWO\�EXW�ZDVQ¶W�RQH�RI�WKH����
VWDWHV�WKDW�ORVW�SRSXODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ������
DQG�������KH�VDLG��&RORUDGR¶V�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�LV�����PLOOLRQ��H[SHFWHG�WR�JURZ�WR�����
PLOOLRQ�E\�������0RVW�RI�WKH�SURMHFWHG�
JURZWK�ZLOO�RFFXU�DORQJ�WKH�,����FRUULGRU�
LQ�WKH�)URQW�5DQJH�

Totten reported that not all older 
SHRSOH�UHWLUH�DIWHU�DJH����RU�����VD\LQJ�
VLJQL¿FDQW�QXPEHUV�RI�VHQLRU�FLWL]HQV�
continue to work full or part-time well 
LQWR�WKHLU�HDUO\���V�

Economic impact
7RWWHQ�VDLG����SHUFHQW�RI�&OHDU�&UHHN�

&RXQW\¶V�*'3�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�PLQLQJ�
LQGXVWU\��IROORZHG�E\�UHYHQXHV�JHQHUDWHG�

LQ�WKH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�KRVSLWDOLW\�DQG�WRXULVP�LQGXVWULHV��³7KDW¶V�
QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�´�VDLG�7RWWHQ�RI�WKH�WRXULVP�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�FRXQW\��³,W¶V�
EHDXWLIXO�XS�KHUH��DQG�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�IURP�'HQYHU�FRPH�XS�WR�JHW�
DZD\�´
7RXULVP�LQ�,GDKR�6SULQJV�KDV�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�VDOHV�WD[HV�FROOHFWHG�IRU�

WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��KH�DGGHG�
,Q�*LOSLQ��DERXW����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�HFRQRP\�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�JDP-

LQJ�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�KRVSLWDOLW\�EXVLQHVVHV��7KH�FRXQW\¶V�HFRQRP\�IHOO�
VKDUSO\�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF�LQ������EXW�UHERXQGHG�TXLFNO\�ZKHQ�
KHDOWK�UHODWHG�UHVWULFWLRQV�ZHUH�OLIWHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�

Greg Totten CO demographer

Jonah Hearne, owner of the Club Hotel in Idaho Springs. 
Photos by Don Ireland

There will always be changes 
in the mountain economy

By Bob Sweeney
WR-C Publisher

$V�WR-C readers have noticed, we consider Clear 
Creek County LV�D�FUXFLDO�DGMDFHQW�QHLJKERU�RI�IULHQGV��
HQWUHSUHQHXUV��PLQLQJ�DQG�JDPLQJ�HPSOR\HHV��DQG�IRONV�
ZKR�OLNH�WR�GLQH�DW�0DULDQ¶V��PDNLQJ�,GDKR�6SULQJV�DQG�
*HRUJHWRZQ�KRPH��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�OHQJWK\�KLVWRU\�RI�
PLQLQJ��WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�KDYH�IRUPHG�D�VWURQJ�ERQG��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�$UJR�PLQH�WXQQHO�WKDW�UXQV�IURP�&HQWUDO�
&LW\�WR�WKH�PLQH��:H�FDQ¶W�IRUJHW�WKH�³2K�0\�*RG´�ZLQG-
LQJ�URDG�WR�WKH�&OHDU�&UHHN�PLOOV�
/DVW�7KXUVGD\�HYHQLQJ��,�ZDV�D�JXHVW�DW�WKH�5XUDO�5H-

silience Economic Development 
mixer at the newly refurbished 
&OXE�+RWHO�LQ�,GDKR�6SULQJV�E\�
RZQHUV�-RQDK�DQG�/DQD�+HDUQH�
$UULYLQJ�HDUO\�DV�DQ�(ONV�&OXE�

PHPEHU�RI������&UDLJ�/RGJH��,�
VSHQW�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�LQ�WKH�/RGJH��
It was a beehive of activity as the 
6TXDUH�3HJ�&DWHULQJ�VWD̆�ZHUH�
SUHSDULQJ�WKH�DSSHWL]HUV�IRU�WKH�
mixer at the Club Hotel across 
&RORUDGR�6WUHHW��XVLQJ�WKH�(ONV�
&OXE�NLWFKHQ��$QG�ZKDW�D�JUHDW�
MRE�WKH\�GLG��7KH�DEXQGDQW�WUD\V�
RI�WDVW\�DSSHWL]HUV�ZHUH�D�ELJ�KLW��
ZLWK�GR]HQV�ZKR�DWWHQGHG�GXULQJ�
WKH�GLQQHU�KRXU�
/LQGVH\�9DOGH]��SUHVLGHQW�DQG�

&(2�RI�WKH�&OHDU�&UHHN�'HYHORS-
ment Corporation, welcomed the 
packed house in the new meet-
LQJ�URRP�WR�KHDU�GHPRJUDSKLF�
and state-of-the-economy reports for both Clear Creek 
DQG�*LOSLQ�&RXQWLHV��.HOO\�)OHQQLNHQ��ERDUG�FKDLU�RI�WKH�
&OHDU�&UHHN�('&��DOVR�SUHVLGHG��7KH�URRP�ZDV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
FRXQW\�FRPPLVVLRQHUV��FLW\�PDQDJHUV��FRXQFLO�PHPEHUV��
FLW\�ṘFLDOV��RUJDQL]DWLRQ�PHPEHUV�DQG�JXHVWV��
0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�SUHVV�LQFOXGHG�P\VHOI�DQG�'RQ�,UHODQG�

from the Weekly Register-Call��*LOSLQ�&RXQW\�0DQDJHU�
5D\�5HDUV�ZDV�RQ�WKH�SURJUDP��&RPPLVVLRQHU�0DULH�
0RUULV�DQG�0D\RU�-HUHP\�)H\�ZHUH�VSRWWHG�IURP�*LOSLQ�
&RXQW\�DV�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�PHPEHUV�LQ�WKH�WZR�FRXQW\�('&�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�

Don and I wisely sat on the front row where we could 
UHDG�WKH�¿QH�SULQW�RQ�WKH�PDQ\�GHPRJUDSKLF�FKDUWV�
VKRZQ�E\�*UHJ�7RWWHQ�IURP�WKH�6WDWH�RI�&RORUDGR�GHPRJ-
UDSK\�ṘFH��7KH�FKDUWV�VKRZHG�WKDW�PLQLQJ��WRXULVP��
DQG�UHVWDXUDQWV��EXW�QRW�JDPLQJ��ZHUH�WKH�WZR�PDMRU�
HPSOR\HUV�LQ�ERWK�FRXQWLHV��,UHODQG�WRRN�IXULRXV�QRWHV�RQ�
WKH�FKDUW�VWDWLVWLFV�IRXQG�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKLV�ZHHN¶V�HGLWLRQ�
$�JULSSLQJ�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�FDPH�IURP�5\DQ�

(QJOXQG��SUHVLGHQW�RI�%HWWHU�&LWLHV��ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�FRQ-
VXOWLQJ�ZLWK�EXVLQHVV�OHDGHUV�LQ�5ROOLQVYLOOH��+H�VDLG�WKH�
historic railroad community wants to become a more 
YLDEOH�GHVWLQDWLRQ�DQG�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRPPXQLW\��7KHUH�LV�D�
VWURQJ�PRYHPHQW��OHG�E\�*RY��-DUHG�3ROLV��WR�FRPPHQFH�
UDLOURDG�SDVVHQJHU�VHUYLFH�IURP�'HQYHU�WKURXJK�5RO-

OLQVYLOOH�WKURXJK�WKH�0R̆DW�7XQQHO�WR�6WHDPERDW�6SULQJV�
DQG�&UDLJ��7KLV�FRXOG�PHDQ�SDVVHQJHU�VHUYLFH�VWRSSLQJ�LQ�
5ROOLQVYLOOH��LQFOXGLQJ�ZLQWHU�VNL�EXVLQHVV��JDPLQJ�LQWHU-
HVWV��ORGJLQJ��IRRG��DQG�JUHDW�KLNLQJ�WUDLOV�
,�UHPHPEHU�P\�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH�GD\V�LQ�&UDLJ�

DV�PD\RU����\HDUV�DJR�DV�ZH�VRXJKW�QHZ�LQGXVWU\�IRU�WKDW�
UHPRWH�FRUQHU�RI�&RORUDGR��DQG�ZH�ODQGHG�IRXU�FRDO�¿UHG�
SRZHU�SODQWV�WKDW�EDOORRQHG�&UDLJ�IURP�������UHVLGHQWV�
WR��������LQ�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��&RORUDGR�/RFDO�$̆DLUV��GLUHFW-
HG�E\�*RY��'LFN�/DPP��DZDUGHG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\����PLO-
OLRQ�IRU�D�QHZ�KLJK�VFKRRO��7KH�WD[�EDVH�ERRPHG��FUHDWLQJ�
PDQ\�FDUHHU�MREV�IRU�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWHV�

Today, while China builds a 
power plant every week, the 
&UDLJ�FRDO�SODQWV�DUH�VKXWWLQJ�
down as environmentalists 
SURPRWH�ZLQG�DQG�VRODU��0\�
KRPHWRZQ�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�
JDLQ�D�QHZ�LGHQWLW\�WKDW�ZLOO�
be based on tourism, outdoor 
UHFUHDWLRQ��KXQWLQJ��¿VKLQJ��
JROI�DQG����PLOHV�GRZQVWUHDP�
IURP�6WHDPERDW�6SULQJV��RQH�
of the best ski resorts in the 
ZRUOG��5HDO�HVWDWH�LQ�&UDLJ�LV�
VHOOLQJ�IDVW��IDU�OHVV�WKDQ�LQ�
WKH�6WHDPERDW�6SULQJV�DUHD��
ZLWK�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�GULYLQJ�D�
OLWWOH�DQG�VDYLQJ�D�ORW�RQ�UHDO�
HVWDWH�
7KH�FKDOOHQJH�ZLWK�WKDW�

type of economy is a bedroom 
community with many indus-
trial resident payrolls lost to 

RWKHU�DUHDV���
,W�ZDV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQ�&UDLJ�WKDW�ZKHQ�RXU�HFRQRPLF�GH-

YHORSPHQW�H̆RUWV�ZHUH�VXFFHVVIXO��VRPH�ROGHU�UHVLGHQWV�
WROG�XV�ZH�ZHUH�GHVWUR\LQJ�WKH�WRZQ�ZLWK�QHZFRPHUV�
DQG�ULVLQJ�KRPH�SULFHV��$�IHZ�FUXVW\�UHVLGHQWV�VROG�WKHLU�
KRPHV�IRU�¿YH�IROG�SUR¿WV�DQG�OHIW�WRZQ��/RFDOO\��JDPLQJ�
FUHDWHG�D�KRXVLQJ�VKRUWDJH�LQ�WKH�DUHD��DQG�PXFK�KLJKHU�
SULFHV�H[LVW�WRGD\��*UHDW�LI�\RX�DOUHDG\�RZQ�D�KRPH����
/LYLQJ�LQ�WKH�IRRWKLOO�PRXQWDLQV�RI�(DVWHUQ�&RORUDGR��

WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�FRQWLQXHG�JURZWK�IRU�IUHVK�PRXQWDLQ�DLU��
VRODFH��DQG�SULYDF\��DQG�D�JURZLQJ�GHPDQG�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�
HVFDSH�WKH�HYHU�LQFUHDVLQJ�FLW\�SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�SRYHUW\�
FKDOOHQJHV��
6HHLQJ�WKH�HQHUJHWLF�DXGLHQFH�ZHOFRPLQJ�JURZWK�DQG�

GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FUHDWLQJ�D�VRXQG�HFRQRP\�IRU�MREV�
DQG�EXVLQHVV�ZDV�KHDUW�ZDUPLQJ��7KH�ZHOFRPH�PDW�LV�
GH¿QLWHO\�RXW�IRU�0DUWLQ�0DULHWWD�DQG�WKH�VWHOODU�&OLPD[�
0RO\EGHQXP��ZKR�SURYLGH�PRVW�MREV�LQ�&OHDU�&UHHN�
&RXQW\�DQG�KXJH�DPRXQWV�RI�WD[HV��*DPLQJ�PD\�ODVW�
ORQJHU�WKDQ�PLQLQJ�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�GLVWDQW�IXWXUH��EXW�
ZH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�KDYH�WKH�PDMHVWLF�PRXQWDLQV�DQG�WRXULVWV�
VHHNLQJ�EHDXW\�

However, we may need oil lanterns when the sun 
GRHVQ¶W�VKLQH�DQG�WKH�ZLQG�GRHVQ¶W�EORZ�
:H�QR�ORQJHU�ZULWH�WKLV��³%XW�DOO�KDG�D�JRRG�WLPH�´

Lyndsey Valdez  
president CCEDC

Photo by Don Ireland

Different economies, 
share common links

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

:KLOH�QHLJKERULQJ�&OHDU�
Creek and Gilpin counties 
KDYH�VLPLODU�ULFK�PLQLQJ�KLV-
WRULHV�GDWLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH������
&RORUDGR�*ROG�5XVK�HUD��WKHLU�
SDWKV�KDYH�WDNHQ�GL̆HUHQW�URXWHV�
LQ�WKH�ODVW�����SOXV�\HDUV�

Clear Creek’s primary catalyst 
for employment continues to be 
PLQLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�&OLPD[�
0RO\EGHQXP�+HQGHUVRQ�0LQH�
QHDU�(PSLUH�DQG�WKH�0DUWLQ�
0DULHWWD�:DOVWUXP�4XDUU\��IRU-
PHUO\�WKH�$OEHUW�)UHL�	�6RQV���
Gilpin County, which once heav-
LO\�UHOLHG�RQ�PLQLQJ��KDV�HYROYHG�
LQWR�D�FDVLQR�JDPLQJ�IRFXVHG�
FRXQW\�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV�

Both counties rely heavily on 
tourism to bolster their econo-
mies, support businesses and 
JHQHUDWH�VDOHV�WD[�UHYHQXHV�IRU�
ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW�HQWLWLHV�
,QWHUVWDWH�,����LV�FULWLFDO�IRU�

the economies of both counties, 
particularly in Clear Creek, be-
FDXVH�WKH�KLJKZD\�WUDYHOV�DORQJ-
VLGH�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�ODUJHVW�WRZQ��
,GDKR�6SULQJV��DQG�SDVVHV�QH[W�
WR�*HRUJHWRZQ�DQG�RWKHU�QHDUE\�
FRPPXQLWLHV��7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�
H[LWV�IRU�,GDKR�6SULQJV�DORQJ�
,�����JLYLQJ�GULYHUV�D�IHZ�FKDQF-
es to pull over to see what the 

FRPPXQLW\�R̆HUV�
The number of 

,����H[LWV�IRU�*LOSLQ�
County is fewer, 
DOWKRXJK�WKH�LQWHU-
state also plays a 
crucial role for the 
FRXQW\¶V�WZR�JDP-
LQJ�WRZQV��%ODFN�
Hawk and Central 
&LW\��([LW�����RI�
,����OHDGV�WR�WKH�
&HQWUDO�&LW\�3DUN-
way, a windy and 
sometimes steep 
IRXU�ODQH�KLJKZD\�

WKDW�VWUHWFKHV�QHDUO\�HLJKW�
miles to downtown Central 
&LW\��:KLOH�%ODFN�+DZN�KDV�D�
OLVWHG�H[LW�DORQJ�,����RQ�)OR\G�
+LOO��([LW�������PRVW�RI�LWV�WUDI-
¿F�FRPHV�IURP�+LJKZD\���LQ�
-H̆HUVRQ�&RXQW\�WR�UHDFK�WKH�
FLW\��7KH�FXUUHQW������PLOOLRQ�
,����FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURMHFW�LV�LQ�
WKH�VSRWOLJKW�LQ�*LOSLQ�EHFDXVH�
WRR�PDQ\�KLJKZD\�UHVWULF-
tions could translate into fewer 
SHRSOH�YLVLWLQJ�WKH�DUHD�
'XULQJ�ZDUP�ZHDWKHU�PRQWKV��

UDIWLQJ�DORQJ�&OHDU�&UHHN��WKH�
VWUHDP���WRXULQJ�WKH�KLVWRULF�
$UJR�PLQHV��ORXQJLQJ�DW�WKH�,Q-
GLDQ�+RW�6SULQJV�LQGRRU�SRRO��RU�
VDPSOLQJ�WKH�UHVWDXUDQWV��EDUV��
DQG�ORFDOO\�RZQHG�JLIW�VKRSV�
attract thousands of visitors to 
,GDKR�6SULQJV��)LQGLQJ�DQ�DYDLO-
DEOH�SDUNLQJ�VSDFH�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�
,GDKR�6SULQJV�GXULQJ�WKH�VXP-
mer tourist season is nearly as 
WULFN\�DV�¿QGLQJ�WKH�SURYHUELDO�
QHHGOH�LQ�WKH�KD\VWDFN�
,Q�QHDUE\�*HRUJHWRZQ��WKH�

lake, local businesses and the 
*HRUJHWRZQ�/RRS�5DLOURDG�
excursions also attempt to lure 
tourists who may be travel-
LQJ�WRZDUG�WKH�VWDWH¶V�ZRUOG�
renown ski resort towns that 
host warm-weather events in 
DGGLWLRQ�WR�VNLLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�
ZLQWHU�

Gilpin County draws thou-
sands of hikers and campers 
to its two national forests, the 
$UDSDKR�DQG�5RRVHYHOW�IRUHVWV��
ZKLFK�VWUHWFK�WKURXJK�VHYHUDO�
Colorado counties but are closer 
WR�'HQYHU�DQG�WKH�)URQW�5DQJH�
WKDQ�RWKHU�SODFHV�

ANALYSISANALYSIS

Continued on next page
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Gilpin School district may have to pay 
county additional $60,000 for SRO

By Ruth Rodgers
Education and Community 

Reporter
Funding for the School 

5HVRXUFH�2̇FHU��652��IRU�
the Gilpin County School 
was one of the topics at 
the Feb. 6 Gilpin County 
School board meeting. 

Dr. David MacKenzie 
KDV�EHHQ�QRWL¿HG�E\�WKH�
*LOSLQ�&RXQW\�6KHUL̆¶V�2I-
¿FH��*&62��WKDW�WKH�*&62�
will charge the district for 
the full cost of the position 
rather than the $35,000 
it currently pays to the 
VKHUL̆¶V�ṘFH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
MacKenzie, the SRO  could 
cost the district an addi-
tional $60,000. 

It was the school dis-
WULFW¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LQ�
the past that they would 
share the expense with the 
VKHUL̆¶V�GHSDUWPHQW��EXW�
budget cuts at the county 
level seem to be changing 
the allocation of funds. 

The board discussed what 
options may be available, 
including hiring private 
security. Other issues were 
safety implications, and 

SXOOLQJ�RQH�GHSXW\�R̆�WKH�
road to be an SRO would 
be challenging.

He hopes to 
meet with 
6KHUL̆�.HY-
LQ�$UP-
strong 
and Divi-
sion Chief 
Sean 
Wheeler 
to dis-
cuss the 
additional 
FKDUJHV��$IWHU�
that, he will be 
able to have more spe-
FL¿F�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�
the cost and any revisions 
to the current intergovern-
mental agreement between 
the district and the county.

During his report, MacK-
enzie said the district has 
applied for the necessary 
permits for the atrium 
and elementary entrance 
and ramp, which must be 
approved before the work 
EHJLQV�LQ�$SULO�

The contract with ESCO 
Construction Company of 
Evergreen will be signed 

soon for the sewer project 
and will be discussed at the 

Feb. 20 board meeting.
Bonds will be 
used to pay for 

part of the 
project, and 
MacKenzie 
said that 
a Request 
For Bids 
for a Cer-
WL¿FDWH�RI�

Participation 
has gone out, 

which means he 
should have more 

LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�¿QDQF-
ing the project by the next 
school board meeting.

In the public participa-
tion portion of the meet-
ing, two members of the 
0LVVRXUL�/DNHV�+2$�ERDUG�
shared their concerns 
about a proposed histori-
cal site marker the county 
LV�SODQQLQJ�IRU�WKH�VFKRRO¶V�
area. 

The county received a 
grant to place three or four 
additional historical mark-
ers, one would be placed on 
the school campus. They 

said this would not only 
bring tourists to a private 
lake area but could impact 
safety considerations for 
the school. 
7KH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKLV�

location is related to a pro-
totype submarine designed 
by Rufus T. Owens and 
built in Central City. 

In 1898, the United 
States was at war with 
Spain over the sovereignty 
of Cuba, and the naval 
battle of Manila Bay em-
SKDVL]HG�KRZ�H̆HFWLYH�
submarines were in the 
defense of the U.S. coast-
OLQH��2ZHQ¶V�VXEPDULQH��
named “The Nautilus,” was 
brought to Missouri Lake 
for a test dive but sank. 
The submarine was raised 
to the surface in 1944 and 
now rests in the Gilpin His-
tory Museum. 
7KH�+2$�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�

VXSSRUWV�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�HI-
forts to honor local his-
tory and increase tourism. 
However, they have had 
GL̇FXOW\�JHWWLQJ�LQIRUPD-
tion on new signage and 
fear safety problems. If 

people were to pull over 
on Colorado Highway 119, 
where students use the 
crosswalk, they could be 
distracted, causing acci-
dents and injuries. 

They also pointed out 
that visibility is poor at the 
proposed location of the 
marker, which could lead 
to more crashes on the 
highway as vehicles merge 
EDFN�LQWR�WUḊF��

They hope to suggest to 
the commissioners and 
county manager that the 
sign be located at the pull-
R̆�WR�*ROGHQ�*DWH�&DQ\RQ�
Road, just two miles north 
of the school, where there 
is more room for parking 
and better visibility for 
PHUJLQJ�WUḊF���

Other concerns included 
long-term parking across 
from the school, which 
could result in additional 
noise and safety issues. 

The board agreed, and 
MacKenzie discussed the 
issue with the county com-
missioners.

Continued from previous page

Central City and Black 
+DZN�IDFHG�FRPSOH[�¿QDQFLDO�
problems after most local 
mines closed nearly a century 
DJR��,W�ZDVQ¶W�XQWLO������WKDW�
Colorado voters threw the 
two a lifeline by permitting 
limited-stakes gaming in the 
struggling old mining com-
munities. In 1992, Central 
City, called “The Richest 
Square Mile on Earth,” and 
Black Hawk, “The City of 
Mills,” were given a chance to 
bounce back from decades of 
misfortune.
7RGD\��WKH�ÀDVKLQJ�OLJKWV�

and noises of slot machines 
in Black Hawk and Central 
City attract more year-round 
tourists to the two small cities 
within Gilpin County. Both 
cities are part of the national 
historic district because of 
their roots in the local gold 
rush era when prospector 
John Gregory discovered gold 
in the ravine between the two 
communities in 1859.
&HQWUDO�&LW\¶V�KLVWRULF�

RSHUD��WKH�¿IWK�ROGHVW�LQ�WKH�
country, and its variety of 
Victorian-style homes and 
historic storefronts in the 
business district help attract 
out-of-towners to the city. 
Central and several of its 
organizations also sponsor 
various summer activities – 
including the Madam Lou 
Bunch bed races along Main 
Street, the Great Central City 
Beer Festival and Stills in the 
+LOOV��WR�QDPH�D�IHZ��$WWUDF-
tions and events sponsored by 

the Gilpin Historical Society 
DQG�WKH�*LOSLQ�$UWV�6RFLHW\�
also bring new visitors.
3UHVHQWO\��DW�OHDVW�¿YH�QHZ�

potential casinos are being 
eyed for some of the shut-
tered storefronts in the Main 
Street business district in 
Central City. Local leaders are 
also discussing a new parking 
garage to accommodate the 
potential upswing in business.

Further north in Gilpin 
County, small business own-
HUV�LQ�5ROOLQVYLOOH��DORQJ�
+LJKZD\������KDYH�RSHQHG�
a distillery, pizza parlor and 
FR̆HH�VKRS�WR�DWWUDFW�\RXQJHU�
visitors who come to the area 
to visit the national forests 
nearby.

It is Black Hawk, however, 
that primarily accounts for 
WKH�ODUJHVW�LQÀX[�RI�YLVLWRUV�
to the county. The city boasts 
���FDVLQRV��VHYHUDO�R̆HULQJ�
KLJK�ULVH�WRZHUV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
guest rooms, restaurants, 
swimming pools and spas. 
Black Hawk generates more 
than 75 percent of all gaming 
revenues the state collects 
annually and can attract as 
many as 20,000 or more visi-
tors weekly, especially during 
the warm-weather months. 
Property taxes and other 
revenues from Black Hawk 
also is the primary source of 
income for Gilpin County. The 
city also donates some of its 
VDOHV�WD[HV�WR�KHOS�¿QDQFH�WKH�
local school district.
+RZHYHU��%ODFN�+DZN�LVQ¶W�

solely interested in being 
known as a casino town. 
City leaders have worked for 

several years on an “ongoing 
renaissance” plan to diver-
sify Black Hawk into a resort 
destination for visitors, even 
LI�WKH\�GRQ¶W�OLNH�JDPEOLQJ�

Black Hawk is continuing 
to develop its Gregory Street 
area, which includes retail 
shops and restaurants. Its 
Gregory Plaza is home to a 
YROXQWHHU�¿UHPHQ¶V�PXVHXP��
and the well-decorated main 
SOD]D�LV�XVHG�IRU�WKH�FLW\¶V�
DQQXDO�)RXQGHUV¶�'D\�HDFK�
June and a growing number 
RI�ORFDO�RXWGRRU�DFWLYLWLHV��$W�
least one new restaurant, the 
Copper Kitchen Pizzeria, is 
expected to open in the plaza 
LQ�������$FURVV�WKH�VWUHHW��WKH�
city plans to spend more than 
a million dollars to open a 
gold-mining tour for visitors.

Black Hawk also has devel-
oped a recreational area for 
hikers and mountain bikers 
just north of the downtown 
gaming district. The Mary-
land Mountain/Quartz Valley 
trail system typically results 
LQ�¿OOHG�WR�FDSDFLW\�SDUNLQJ�
lots during warm-weather 
months. Within the next two 
years, the city plans to extend 
the trails to reach Gregory 
Street – close to Gregory 
Plaza – and extend them to 
another developing area on 
*UHJRU\�+LOO��IRUPHUO\�0LQHUV�
0HVD���7KDW�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FLW\�
will feature several distilleries 
DQG�R̆HU�RYHUQLJKW�ORGJLQJ�
in geodesic domes or luxury 
$LUVWUHDP�WUDLOHUV�IRU�WKRVH�
who prefer to sleep in a scenic 
hilltop area primarily sur-

rounded by mountains and 
forests.

Over the years, external 
factors have impacted the 
economies of Clear Creek 
and Gilpin. Four years ago, 
health-related COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions forced 
many business owners to 
close their shops temporar-
ily. While some were able to 
UHRSHQ�ODWHU��RWKHUV�ZHUHQ¶W�DV�
fortunate. In Gilpin County, 
the state ordered casinos 
closed for three months – es-
sentially crippling the gov-
ernment economies. It took 
nearly a year before casino 
patrons returned. When they 

did, the formerly sheltered-
in-place patrons helped Black 
Hawk shatter any previous 
economic performances.

Local elected leaders and 
business owners are trying 
WR�¿JXUH�RXW�WKH�EHVW�ZD\V�WR�
improve their economies and 
attract new potential jobs to 
WKHLU�DUHDV��$V�&&('&�%RDUG�
Chair Kelly Flenniken com-
PHQWHG��³$�JRRG�TXDOLW\�OLIH�
depends on a good quality 
job.”

With some creative local 
planning and a little luck, the 
futures for Gilpin and Clear 
Creek counties could be head-
ing for better futures.

2 counties, different economies, yet share  
common links in terms of history, demographics

Lyndsey Valdez president CCEDC, Central City Heritage West 
Realty owner Roy Varela joins Central City Mayor Jeremy Fey 
at the Idaho Springs Economic Mixer event. 
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